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REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS OF THE MANAGEMENT COMPANY

The Board of Directors of ABL Asset Management Company Limited, the management company of ABL Islamic
Financial Planning Fund (ABL-IFPF), is pleased to present the Condensed Interim Financial Statements (un-
audited) of ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund for the nine months ended March 31, 2024.

ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE REVIEW

Pakistan's economy navigated through quite an eventful period during the first nine months of fiscal year 2024.
The period was highlighted by Pakistan successfully securing a SBA of USD 3bn with IMF, smooth execution
of general elections, and formation of new governments at federal and provincial levels. The appointment of
Muhammad Aurangzeb as finance minister has also brought resolution to lingering uncertainties in the economy.
There were inflows from IMF, new loans and roll over from China, Saudi Arabia and UAE during the period has
increased foreign exchange reserves which are now standing at around USD 8.0bn, as of March 22, 2024. PKR
has also appreciated against dollar after recording a low of 307 in interbank market, and has closed the period at
PKR277.9. However, the inflation remained a persistent concern, as the care taker government approved massive
increases in gas tariffs twice during the period which took the headline inflation increase to 27.2% on a year-on-
year (YoY) basis. On the balance of payment front, the country has shown a decline of around 74% in its current
account deficit, posting a deficit of USD 999mn during the SMFY?24 compared to a deficit of USD 3846mn in
the same period last year (SPLY). The reduction in the current account deficit was primarily driven by a curtailment
in the imports and an increment in the exports, by USD 1.7bn (including goods and services) and USD 1.8bn
(including goods and services), respectively. However, during the SMFY 24, worker's remittances reduced by USD
224mn, standing at approximately USD 18.08bn. Tighter monetary and fiscal policy along with administrative
steps taken by the government have led to such improvements. Furthermore, the rupee, recorded a low of 307 in
interbank market during the period, but later recovered and closed the period at PKR277.9. On the fiscal side, FBR
managed to collect PKR 6710bn during the period. Going forward, news regarding Pakistan's entry into a new
IMF program with an ease in inflation will set the direction of the economy.3

STOCK MARKET REVIEW (ISLAMIC)

In the course of 9IMFY24, the KMI-30 index witnessed a remarkable surge, reaching unprecedented highs and
concluding with a substantial positive return of 58.8%, culminating at 112,364 points. Caretaker Government that
took charge in August 2023, saw brittle macroeconomic environment with souring inflation, dwindling forex
reserves, tumbling currency and lack of investors' confidence. Successful USD 3 Billion standby agreement with
IMF gave the much-needed boost to the investors' confidence.

Government was keen to follow the guidelines of IMF for fiscal discipline. It took bold steps to curb fiscal issues
by electricity and gas tariff hikes to comply with IMF conditions. These tough decisions impacted the inflation
numbers which were anticipated to be cooling down in 2QFY2024. Current Account has been managed efficiently
amid liquidity concerns to clock in with the deficit of around USD 1bn (down 74% YoY). Currency smugglers
and dealers were dealt with iron fist, resulting in recovery of PKR from record low of 307. State Bank of Pakistan
kept the rate unchanged at 22% during the said period.

The new government took charge in March'24 after smooth transition of power from Interim government. The
cabinet faced multiple challenges. These include accelerating reforms, managing and delivering on IMF expectations
including successful and timely negotiation of an Extended Fund Facility (EFF) with IMF, once the SBA expires.
This will also be a key aspect in determining the fate of Market in coming months.
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Market activity remained positive as average traded volume increased by 89.4% while the average traded value
increased by 92.4% to 110.6mn and ~USD 27.6mn during 9MFY2024 when compared with same period last year,
respectively. Foreigners bought worth USD 74.8 million shares during the said period. On the local front, Banks
and Mutual Funds remained on the forefront with a net selling of worth USD 112mn, and USD 55mn, respectively
while Insurance and Companies bought shares of worth USD 121mn and USD 31mn, respectively.
Sectors contributing to the index strength were Oil & Gas Exploration Companies, Fertilizers and Commercial
Banks adding 9830, 8018 and 6553 points respectively. On the flip side, Chemical and Technology sectors negatively
impacted the index, subtracting 489 and 211 points respectively.

MUTUAL FUND INDUSTRY REVIEW

Total assets under management (AUMs) of the open-end mutual fund industry posted a growth of 49%YoY (from
PKR 1613bn to PKR 2409bn) till Feb'24. The major inflow came in Islamic income (up 115%YoY) and Fixed
rate/Return scheme (up 107%YoY) to close the period at PKR 400bn and PKR 108bn respectively. AUMs of equity
funds have also increased by 42%YoY and clocked in at PKR 122bn. Capital Protected schemes saw an exponential
growth to clock at PKR 73bn. Appreciation in equity funds may be attributed to the positive sentiments among
the investors after IMF SBA program for USD 3bn.

FUND PERFORMANCE

ABL Islamic Financial Planning fund has seven Allocation Plans based on the risk appetite of investors i.c.,
"Conservative Allocation Plan", "Aggressive Allocation Plan", "Active Allocation Plan", "Capital Preservation
Plan I1", "Strategic Allocation Plan", "Strategic Allocation Plan III" & "Capital preservation plan I".

Conservative Allocation Plan

Conservative Allocation Plan primarily aims to provide stable returns with capital appreciation through a
pre?determined mix of shariah compliant investments in equity and income fund.

During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - Conservative Plan's AUM stood at PKR
2,090.08mn. ABL-IFPF Conservative Plan posted a return of 15.66% during the period under review.

Aggressive Allocation Plan

Aggressive Allocation Plan primarily aims to provide potentially high capital growth through a pre?determined
high exposure in shariah compliant equity funds and residual exposure in Islamic Income funds.

During the period under review, Aggressive Plan's AUM stood at PKR. 1.27mn. ABL-IFPF - Aggressive Plan
posted a return of 37.85% during the period under review.

Active Allocation Plan

Active Allocation Plan aims to earn a potentially high return through active asset allocation between Islamic Equity
and Islamic Income schemes based on the Fund Manager's outlook on the asset classes.

Active Allocation Plan closed the year with AUM of PKR 79.20mn. During the period, ABL-IFPF Active Allocation
Plan posted a return of 36.49% during the period under review.

Strategic Allocation Plan
Strategic Allocation Plan aims to earn a potentially high return through active allocation of funds between Islamic

Equity and Islamic Income schemes based on fundamental analysis of economic indicators, underlying asset values
and a strategy of risk aversion to market volatility.
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During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - Strategic Allocation Plan's AUM stood
at PKR 21.07mn. Strategic Allocation Plan posted a return of 37.58% during the period under review.

Strategic Allocation Plan IIT

Strategic Allocation Plan III aims to earn a potentially high return through active allocation of funds between
Islamic Equity and Islamic Income schemes based on fundamental analysis of economic indicators, underlying
asset values and a strategy of risk aversion to market volatility.

During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - AUM size of Strategic Allocation Plans
II1 stood at PKR 9.36mn. Strategic Allocation Plan III posted a return of 38.32% during the period under review.

Capital preservation plan I

The objective of ABLIFPF - Capital Preservation Plan -1 (ABLCPP-I) aims to earn a potentially high return through
dynamic asset allocation between Shariah Compliant Equities, Shariah Compliant Sovereign Income/Money Market
based Collective Investment Schemes, and deposit with Shariah Compliant financial institutions, while providing
principal preservation of the Initial Investment Value (including Front-end sales load) at completion of initial/subsequent
maturity of the Plan

During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - AUM size of Capital preservation plan I
stood at PKR 225.57mn. Capital preservation plan I posted a return of 19.08% during the period under review.

Capital preservation plan II

The objective of ABLIFPF - Capital Preservation Plan -1 (ABLCPP-II) aims to earn a potentially high return
through dynamic asset allocation between Shariah Compliant Equities, Shariah Compliant Sovereign Income/Money
Market based Collective Investment Schemes, and deposit with Shariah Compliant financial institutions, while
providing principal preservation of the Initial Investment Value (including Front-end sales load) at completion of
initial/subsequent maturity of the Plan.

During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - AUM size of Capital preservation plan
II stood at PKR 44.61mn. Capital preservation plan I posted a return of 17.19% during the period under review.

AUDITORS

M/s. Yousaf Adil & Co. (Chartered Accountants), have been appointed as auditors for the year ending June 30,
2024 for ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund (ABL-FPF).

MANAGEMENT QUALITY RATING

On October 26, 2023: The Pakistan Credit Rating Agency Limited (PACRA) has assigned the Management Quality
Rating (MQR) of ABL Asset Management Company (ABL AMC) at '"AM1' (AM-One). Outlook on the assigned
rating is 'Stable'.

Outlook & Strategy:

Despite the fact that policy rate has remained unchanged at 22%, yields for both shorter tenor and longer tenor
instruments have dropped significantly indicating that market participants are expecting a rate cut in the near future.
Our base case scenario is that we are expecting a first rate cut in the second quarter of CY24 as the real interest
rates have become positive as per CPI reported in the month of March.
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During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - Strategic Allocation Plan's AUM stood
at PKR 21.07mn. Strategic Allocation Plan posted a return of 37.58% during the period under review.

Strategic Allocation Plan IIT

Strategic Allocation Plan III aims to earn a potentially high return through active allocation of funds between
Islamic Equity and Islamic Income schemes based on fundamental analysis of economic indicators, underlying
asset values and a strategy of risk aversion to market volatility.

During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - AUM size of Strategic Allocation Plans
111 stood at PKR 9.36mn. Strategic Allocation Plan III posted a return of 38.32% during the period under review.

Capital preservation plan I

The objective of ABLIFPF - Capital Preservation Plan -1 (ABLCPP-I) aims to earn a potentially high return through
dynamic asset allocation between Shariah Compliant Equities, Shariah Compliant Sovereign Income/Money Market
based Collective Investment Schemes, and deposit with Shariah Compliant financial institutions, while providing
principal preservation of the Initial Investment Value (including Front-end sales load) at completion of initial/subsequent
maturity of the Plan

During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - AUM size of Capital preservation plan I
stood at PKR 225.57mn. Capital preservation plan I posted a return of 19.08% during the period under review.

Capital preservation plan II

The objective of ABLIFPF - Capital Preservation Plan -1I (ABLCPP-II) aims to earn a potentially high return
through dynamic asset allocation between Shariah Compliant Equities, Shariah Compliant Sovereign Income/Money
Market based Collective Investment Schemes, and deposit with Shariah Compliant financial institutions, while
providing principal preservation of the Initial Investment Value (including Front-end sales load) at completion of
initial/subsequent maturity of the Plan.

During the period under review, ABL Islamic Financial Planning Fund - AUM size of Capital preservation plan
II stood at PKR 44.61mn. Capital preservation plan I posted a return of 17.19% during the period under review.

AUDITORS

M/s. Yousaf Adil & Co. (Chartered Accountants), have been appointed as auditors for the year ending June 30,
2024 for ABL Financial Planning Fund (ABL-FPF).

MANAGEMENT QUALITY RATING

On October 26, 2023: The Pakistan Credit Rating Agency Limited (PACRA) has assigned the Management Quality
Rating (MQR) of ABL Asset Management Company (ABL AMC) at '"AM1' (AM-One). Outlook on the assigned
rating is 'Stable'.

Outlook & Strategy:

Despite the fact that policy rate has remained unchanged at 22%, yields for both shorter tenor and longer tenor
instruments have dropped significantly indicating that market participants are expecting a rate cut in the near future.
Our base case scenario is that we are expecting a first rate cut in the second quarter of CY24 as the real interest
rates have become positive as per CPI reported in the month of March.
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We expect that the new government will be able to negotiate a long-term arrangement with the IMF which would
give more stability to the rupee and open up the Eurobond market and funding from other multilateral agencies
like World Bank, ADB, ISDB etc.

For Islamic funds we are not building any further positions in [jarahs. However, short term corporate Sukuks with
yields between 21%-22% are being built in the portfolios from both the primary and secondary markets. Following
a cautious approach, our lending in corporate sukuks have mostly been short term and in good credit rated instrument.

Further, we are negotiating with banks deposit deals to get profit rates better than the GoP Ijara yields so we could
trade along the shorter end of the yield curve to book capital gains and take funds back into the banks in order to
improve running yields of our portfolios.

We will continue to stay cautious in our approach and not get swayed by the market until there is more clarity,
especially on the political and economic front after which we would take position in longer term instruments.

OUTLOOK EQUITY

Valuation will remain attractive for potential investors while macroeconomic conditions will define the fate of
market in coming months. Monetary easing in near future will ease down financial cost of companies. Once
Standby Agreement with IMF concludes, smooth negotiations for a new and longer program will improve economic
conditions and subsequently boost investors' confidence.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We thank our valued investors who have placed their confidence in us. The Board is also thankful to Securities
& Exchange Commission of Pakistan, the Trustee Digital Custodian Company Limited and the management of
Pakistan Stock Exchange Limited for their continued guidance and support. The Directors also appreciate the
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For & on behalf of the Board

Director Naveed Nasim
Lahore, April 22, 2024 Chief Executive Officer
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